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Question for the fourth week in June
June 24th (Thursday of this week) is celebrated as the Solemnity of the Birth of St. John the
Baptist. What do you know about the personage of John in the Gospels? Where do we encounter John? Was he really the cousin of Jesus? Did he become one of His disciples? When
and how did John the Baptist die?
See the answers to these questions following the daily readings and the Sunday lectionary
posting.
Daily Readings for the fourth week in June
June 21st:
Genesis 12:1-9
Psalm 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22
Matthew 7:1-5
June 22nd:
Genesis 13:2, 5-18
Psalm 15:2-5
Matthew 7:6, 12-14
June 23rd:
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9
Matthew 7:15-20
June 24th (Solemnity of the Nativity of John the Baptist):
Isaiah 49:1-6
Psalm 139:1-3, 13-15
Acts of the Apostles 13:22-26
Luke 1:57-66, 80
June 25th:
Genesis 17:1, 9-10, 15-22
Psalm 128:1-5
Matthew 8:1-4
June 26th:
Genesis 18:1-15
Responsorial from Luke 1:46-50 and 53-55
Matthew 8:5-17
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Sunday Readings for June 27 (Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time):
First Reading from the Book of Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24 - God did not make evil and sin
and death. God formed humans to be an image of His own Nature. It was because of the envy
of the Devil that death entered the world. The evil experience death; the good are wholesome.
Responsorial Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13 - “I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.
Second Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 8:7-9, 13-15 - May there be
equality among all believers. Know the gracious act of Jesus who was rich but became poor
for your sake. Your abundance should supply the needs of the less fortunate just as their
abundance may also supply your needs, so that there may be equality.
Gospel of Mark 5:21-43 - The story of Jairus, a synagogue official whose daughter was at the
point of death. Jairus pleaded with Jesus to go lay hands on her and she would be healed. On
the way, a woman afflicted with hemorrhages (having heard the great works of Jesus) believed
that if she but touched His clothes, she would be healed. So she touched Him and immediately
the bleeding stopped. Jesus realized that power had flowed from Him to the woman and told
her that her faith had saved her. Officials from Jairus’ house then approached them and said
not to trouble Jesus any further since the daughter had died. But Jesus told them to have faith
and continued to the house of Jairus. Upon arriving, Jesus said that the girl was not dead but
was just sleeping. The crowd ridiculed Jesus, but he went into the girl’s room, took her by the
hand, and told her to “Arise,” which she did and walked around. He told Jairus and the disciples not to tell anyone of this event.
This week’s answer
John the Baptist is mentioned in all four Gospels but not with the same depth in all four. John’s
Gospel mentions him only in passing (John 1:19ff) when he was questioned about his purpose
in preaching and baptizing. He said that he was the precursor to one who was coming after
him. In that version, John did not even recognize Jesus at the River Jordan until he saw the
Spirit descend out of heaven and rest on Jesus following His baptism by John.
Matthew’s Gospel has the most complete story of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1ff), but does
not give a hint of who he was other than to say he was someone who was considered a
prophet and who lived a simple life in the desert, baptizing people in the River Jordan as a
confession of sins. Matthew goes into detail about John challenging the Pharisees and Sadducces and about telling the crowds that there would be someone coming after him who will
baptize not with water but with the Holy Spirit. When John does baptize Jesus, the Spirit appears from heaven and proclaims Jesus as Lord. Later, because he angered Herod, John is
thrown into prison and Herod finally has him beheaded as a favor to Herod’s concubine, and
John’s followers are able to bury him.
Similarly, Mark’s Gospel (1:4ff) does not go into John’s background, but just assumes the
readers are familiar with John the Baptizer. Mark too tells about John’s baptizing as a repentance for sins and proclaims also about one to come after him who is more powerful than he. A
short reference is made (6:14ff) about John having been arrested, imprisoned, and beheaded.
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But now down to the nitty-gritty: Luke’s Gospel does go into detail of John’s family background. During the angel’s Annunciation to Mary that she will conceive by the power of the
Holy Spirit and will bear a son, the angel also mentions to Mary (Luke 1:34ff) that Mary’s
kinswoman Elizabeth - who was barren - has also conceived a son. Mary then goes to visit
Elizabeth, and upon her arrival, Elizabeth declares that the baby in her womb leaped for joy at
Mary’s presence. Notice that the only mention of John’s actual birth is in Luke and the term
used there is that Mary and Elizabeth were kinfolk - not specifically cousins.
When Elizabeth delivers the baby (Luke 1:57ff), the family assumes that the child will be
named Zechariah after his father. But Zechariah (who is mute) writes on a tablet that the child
should be named “John,” and with this, Zechariah’s tongue was loosed and he was able to
speak and praise God.
The baptism of Jesus by John receives only a quick mention in Luke (3:21-22) and Herod’s
beheading of John is mentioned only in passing with no explanation (9:7).
And that’s about all we know of John the Baptist. Nothing is mentioned in the Gospels that
John ever became an actual disciple of Jesus; we know he was not one of the twelve apostles.
Other historical documents (besides the Gospels themselves) appear to be absent of any additional stories or lore about John the Baptizer. If you know someone in Napa who might attend
St. John (the Baptist) Church on Caymus Street, you may ask them if there are any additional
stories or devotions that are part of their parish’s rituals or celebrations dealing with John the
Baptist.
In the meantime, Happy Birthday on June 24th, St. John the Baptist.
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