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Question for the third week in May
What is the significance of the Pentecost event? Why is it considered the “Birth-day of the
Church?” Why is it noteworthy for Holy Family Parish?
See the answers to these questions following the daily readings and the Sunday lectionary
posting.
Daily Readings for the third week in May
We’re still at it: The first readings for daily and Sunday Masses continue to be from the Acts of
the Apostles during the weeks following Easter. After Pentecost, the readings will revert back
to the Hebrew scriptures (Old Testament).
May 17th:
Acts of the Apostles 19:1-8
Psalm 68:2-7
John 16:29-33
May 18th:
Acts of the Apostles 20:17-27
Psalm 68:10-11, 20-21
John 17:1-11
May 19th:
Acts of the Apostles 20:28-38
Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36
John 17:11-19
May 20th:
Acts of the Apostles 22:30; 23:6-11
Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11
John 17:20-26
May 21st:
Acts of the Apostles 25:13-21
Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20
John 21:15-19
May 22nd:
Acts of the Apostles 28:16-20, 30-31
Psalm 11:4, 5 and 7
John 21:20-25
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Sunday Readings for May 23, Pentecost Sunday
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 - The full story of the Holy Spirit descending like a wind on the disciples and appearing as tongues of fire over each of their heads. They then began to proclaim
the Good News to all those assembled outside, speaking in many different languages of the
mighty acts of God and being understood by all in their native tongues.
Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34 - Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
Paul’s 1st Letter to the Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 - The power of the Holy Spirit has given us
spiritual gifts. In the one Spirit, we have been baptized into the one Body of Christ.
John 15:26-27; 16:12-15 - This reading is the precursor to the Pentecost event. Jesus tells His
apostles that He will send an Advocate from the Father who will glorify Jesus and guide the
disciples in truth so they can testify to the teachings and good works of the Christ.
This week’s answer
During the time of the Apostles, this festival day was not known as Pentecost - that is a
Greek-based word meaning “fiftieth,” which we now take to mean fifty days following the Resurrection. During the time of the Apostles, this day was celebrated as a “Feast of Harvest,” signifying the beginning of the wheat harvest. On this day, the High Priest would take two loaves
of freshly baked wheat bread and offer them to Yahweh in thanksgiving for the harvest. It was
a pilgrim festival, with Jews from the entire known world traveling to Jerusalem for the celebration. Thus, Jerusalem was clogged with thousands of travelers (speaking multiple languages)
all coming to celebrate the goodness of God and the bringing in of the wheat harvest.
It was during this feast (as described in Chapter 2 of the Acts of the Apostles) that there was a
rushing wind in the room where the disciples were, followed by tongues of fire appearing over
the heads of each person, and then the apostles began to preach to the crowds and speak “in
tongues,” being understood by those travelers who spoke a different language. God’s Holy Spirit took those fearful, doubting, hesitant disciples and
made them evangelists for Jesus who went out into the streets and began
to preach the good news of the Gospel to one and all. These apostles had
been given the power to baptize, the power to heal, the power to forgive
sins and the charge to share the Body and Blood of Jesus (remember the
Last Supper) with those they encountered. This public ministry of the apostles on this day (Pentecost) is considered the beginning of the formal
Church; hence, this is considered the birth-day of the Church which has
existed now for almost 2000 years.

But what about Holy Family Parish? How does this all tie in? Read on . . .
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In February 1994, the bishop of the Santa Rosa Diocese, Bishop Patrick Ziemann, committed
to establishing a parish in American Canyon. On Pentecost Sunday of that year, Father
Patrick Stephenson (just having retired from the Chaplaincy in the U.S. Air Force) celebrated
the first official Mass at Holy Family Parish, becoming our founding pastor. Thus, besides being
considered the generic birth-day of the Church universal, Pentecost is celebrated as the birthday of Holy Family Church.
And just as the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples and gave them the power and courage
to preach to the assembled masses, we are able to witness the power of sermonizing by our
pastor and deacon (Father Fred Kutubebi and Deacon Victor Leach) who preach to our assembled Masses at our new sanctuary! They will be wearing red vestments on Sunday as a
visual reminder of the “tongues of fire.” So Happy Pentecost and Happy Birthday!

Van Mueller
presents
Faith, Family and
Financial Security
Join us for an informative online presentation by Van Mueller, one of the top speakers in the
insurance and ﬁnancial industry.
Van Mueller is an author and dynamic speaker known for helping clients plan successful
insurance and retirement strategies. He is a global speaker that has presented in all 50 states
and every province in Canada, inspiring his audience to take control over their ﬁnancial future.
Van will ask a series of tough questions to help you think about how ready you are for
whatever may come next, such as:

•
•

What is the easiest and safest way to make retirement money last longer?
What if you suddenly died – Wouldn’t you rather leave a loved one with your hard-earned
money rather than the Internal Revenue Service?

Join us as Van helps us think through our answers to these questions, and many more!

Sponsored by Your Knights of Columbus GUTIERREZ Agency
Date: May 27, 2021
Time: 7:00pm
Registration link: https://vanmueller.com/kofc-registration
LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today to learn more:

DENY NATIVIDAD
Fraternal Insurance Agent
707-334-9363
PRUDENO.NATIVIDAD@KOFC.ORG
0M60382
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