Holy Family Catholic Church

707-645-9331

Page 1

Question for the third week in March
During this coming week (on March 19th), we celebrate the Solemnity of St. Joseph,
spouse of the Blessed Mother. What do you know about St. Joseph? His last name? His
place of birth? His relatives? His occupation? Where and when he died? See the information about St. Joseph following the daily readings and the Sunday lectionary posting.
Daily Readings for third week in March
March 15th:
Isaiah 65:17-21
Psalm 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-13
John 4:43-54
March 16th:
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12
Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
John 5:1-16
March 17th:
Isaiah 49:8-15
Psalm 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18
John 5:17-30
March 18th:
Exodus 32:7-14
Psalm 106:19-23
John 5:31-47
March 19th (Feast of St. Joseph):
2 Samuel 7:4-5, 12-14, 16
Psalm 89:2-5, 27 and 29
Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22
Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24
March 20th:
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 7:2-3, 9-12
John 7:40-53
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Sunday Readings for March 21st - Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34 - Although the Israelites broke numerous covenants with God in the
past, God promises a new covenant where the people will obey the law and God will
forgive their sins. “I will be their God and they shall be my people.”
Psalm 51:3-4, 12-15 - “Create a clean heart in me, O God.”
Letter to the Hebrews 5:7-9 - When Jesus was in the flesh, He became the source of
salvation for all who obey Him. Though He suffered, He was obedient and reverent
and was made perfect.
John 12:20-33 - A foretelling by Jesus of His own death. “The hour has come for the Son
of Man to be lifted up and glorified.”
This week’s answer
In Matthew’s Gospel (1:1-17), a genealogy is listed that places Joseph
as a descendant of King David. At the end of the lineage, Eleazar is
listed as the father of Matthan; Matthan as the father of Jacob; and Jacob as the father of Joseph. No specific information is recorded in the
Gospels of the birth of Joseph nor of any siblings. We do know that
Jospeh lived in the town of Nazareth in Galilee, a region of Palestine,
from where he and Mary and Jesus fled to exile themselves in Egypt to
be protected from Herod. Upon their return, the Holy Family settled
again in Nazareth.
In the Gospels, Joseph’s occupation is mentioned only once: In the
Gospel of Matthew (13:55) we read the question, “Is this not the carpenter’s son?” For the
record, any stories about Jesus helping his father in the carpenter’s shop are purely legends. The final mention of Joseph is in Luke’s Gospel (2:41-51) when Jospeh and Mary
take Jesus at age 12 to the Jerusalem for the Passover festival and present Jesus in the
Temple for his coming of age as an adult.
There is no mention in the New Testament about Joseph’s death. In fact, he is never mentioned after Jesus’ childhood and the story above. In 17th century Church art, the death of
Joseph is depicted as a peaceful event with Mary, Jesus and angels present in the scene,
but this too is only legend. According to this Catholic tradition, St. Joseph is considered to
be the patron saint of happy deaths, having died in the arms of Jesus and Mary. He is also
recognized as the patron saint of families, fathers, pilgrims and travelers, and craftsmen.
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