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Question for the second week in March
If you follow any professional sport, you know that there are no fans in the stands of arenas
and stadiums at this time. In days gone by, though, you might very well have seen lots of
people in the stands, and invariably, someone in the stands would be holding up a large
sign that would read:
JOHN 3:16
So what’s that all about? Who’s John? What are those numbers? See the answer following
the daily readings and the Sunday lectionary posting.
Daily Readings for second week in March
March 8th:
2 Kings 5:1-15
Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3-4
Luke 4:24-30
March 9th:
Deuteronomy 3:25, 34-43
Psalm 25:4–9
Matthew 18:21-35
March 10th:
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9
Psalm 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20
Matthew 5:17-19
March 11th:
Jeremiah 7:23-28
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9
Luke 11:14-23
March 12th:
Hosea 14:2-10
Psalm 81:6-11, 14, 17
Mark 12:28-34
March 13th:
Hosea 6:1-6
Psalm 51:3-4, 18-21
Luke 18:9-14

Holy Family Catholic Church

707-645-9331

Page 2

Sunday Readings for March 14th - Fourth Sunday in Lent
2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23 - Despite messengers, warnings and prophets sent from God,
the rulers and people of Judah were unfaithful to God. Their cities were destroyed by
enemies and the people were taken into captivity. Through the grace of God, King
Cyrus was given the command by God to build a temple in Jerusalem for the people
of Judah to return.
Psalm 137:1-6 - “Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!”
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 2:4-10 - God is rich in mercy, saving us by His grace, and
giving us the gift of salvation.
John 3:14-21 - The Son of Man must be lifted up so whoever believes in Him may have
eternal life. Whoever lives in the truth lives in the light and his works will be seen as
being done in the name of God, who gave His Son to us as a savior.

This week’s answer
This Sunday’s Gospel (Fourth Sunday in Lent) is from St. John, Chapter 3, verses 14-21.
Within it we read specifically in John 3:16: “God so loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son, [Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”
This is one of the most frequently cited verses from the Bible. It is considered a summary of
the central theme of all Christianity.
When the sign 3:16 on a placard is held up by someone at a sporting event in large letters,
the fan is seeking the attention of other fans, video screens and the television audience.
Some people consider it part of their Christian mission to spread the word and validate that
indeed Jesus does love the world and that if we believe in Him, we shall have eternal life.
You may find this interesting: Quarterback Tim Tebow, who was born into a missionary family, used this as eye black when he played games on a Sunday.
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